Hi, Newguy!

Welcome to one of the best electronic communities anywhere. You have 
picked an excellent scope. You will be happy, and will find working 
through bugs tolerable and worthwhile.  

This forum is a terrific source for the tips and tricks you are 
looking for. It is unfortunately hard to search through it. I have 
tried to use below, expressions and labels that will help you search 
the archive.

I believe a noble soul is writing a FAQ for the forum, but I don't 
believe it is done yet. I hope the following will be of help. I 
apologize if I am speaking above you or below you (ignore as 
necessary), but I don't even know where I am yet! AS you continue to 
read the archives, all of what I say below will fade away or become 
clearer.

There is a files section that contains essential information for 
first-time startups, updating the firmware (computer memory in your 
scope), and user accessible memory in the scope, and the ASU (the 
software that resides in your computer--used to update as above). It 
also contains cleaning instructions for the UHTC optics (which you 
don't want to do unless absolutely necessary!!).

Here are some of the most discussed and purchased items that I recall:

Scopesaver or OPTable to make mounting the scope safer and easier. 
They also hold eyepieces (EPs). You will likely need to buy an 
extension bolt to accommodate the extra thickness. There is a recent 
thread on the use of a pizza pan to the same effect. Disregard these 
items if you are going to polarmount.

12-volt power supply such as a Jazzpower or Prestone portable 
powerpak, and a power supply WITH center PIN POSITIVE. I made a 
hoomebrew in a padded lunch case with accessory pockets. Regardless, 
nothing fancy is required, but note the following: 
1.Use of separate sources for the accessories (heaters, etc) and the 
scope power is recommended frequently, but not universally.
2.Use a 2.5 amp fast blow fuse between the scope and the battery, 
*always*.

Perhaps a 120-12v converter (as well as or instead of a battery 
set). Meade’s is expensive and heavy, and unregulated. Radioshack 
makes a regulated supply with multiple power outlets. Put a 2.5 amp fast-blow fuse between the scope and ANY power supply.

A dew shield of some sort is a must. The Meade 10" hard shield does 
not fit, as far as I know. There is a popular line of soft shields 
by Astrozapper. Other aftermarket and homemade solutions abound.

A heater system is a must. The most popular is the Kendrick system. 
You will want to heat the corrector plate (front lens), finder scope 
and the EP at least. Some heat the handbox (keypad) as it 
malfunctions when cold. Others put a longer cord (ordinary extension 
that goes between the phone and its handset), and put it in their 
pocket. There is also the Dewbuster--more high-tech, beautifully 
functional I am told, higher priced. Some make their own.

Hair dryer with low heat output that works with your power solution.

Your EP set.

Some have upgraded their diagonal; you likely will have the 2" 
Meade UHTC diagonal, so this would not be necessary if you have a 10” or larger scope.  Some still prefer the Televue Everbrite for construction and durability.

Some sort of deepsky and/or light pollution-reduction filter, perhaps 
an OIII filter, and perhaps for the moon, a variable polarizing or 
Wratten #58 (message 13984)or neutral gray filter.

There are two files in the Filter folder of the file section that you might want to skim over at some point.

A very soft bevel edge camel hairbrush for the EPS, and a separate 
3" Staticmaster brush ($20-25)<--has an integrated ion source in the handle, for the corrector plate. A “Shortcut” painting brush ($ 4-6) by Wooster (Available in Meade-like Blue, no less…)has also been recommended for the corrector.  Do Not Get Finger Oil (At All!!!) or Grit On these Brushes! 

A bulb syringe to blow room air across lens surfaces, or a cheap 
source of very clean room air under pressure without any additives 
(like tetra-ethyl-bad-stuff). (I use ReAir cans which can be filled 
in any number of ways).

A red/white “switchable,” variable output LED flashlight (lovely 
extravagance worth its weight in Gold!).

The 2" visualback Eyeopener II is often purchased for 10" and larger scopes, to provide greater light through the visual path. It cannot be used for 8" scopes.

A fender washer, or one of the clutch replacement sets or knobs for 
the declination lock (woefully weak, even for an 8"). See OPT for their dec lock know, or Peterson engineering for the EZ Clutch kit. 

A Losmandy or other 2-D weight set is a good investment--It improves 
scope GOTO and tracking performance, as well as reduces stress on 
the motors.  “Homemade” weights can be tailored to your needs.

Many of us replace standard screws with either stainless steel 
(mostly on the scope body) or nylon (mostly where torque holds EPs 
and the like-to prevent marring). See the Scopestuff link below. Most 
of us on the forum have also purchased Bob's Knobs or the like to 
replace the collimation screws, as well as metal thumb screws to 
replace the microfocuser screws; both of these require Allen wrenches to turn cap screws otherwise.  If you buy the Eyeopener II, I believe it comes with the needed screws for the microfocuser.

A transporter case-Either homemade utilizing the original packing foam, 
or the one from JMI. There is a source for custom-building foam, below.

A case such as the Docksil (lg or xl) case, aluminum padded case, etc 
for EP and accessory storage. Unless, of course, you are one of the lucky ones who have received a Meade EP Special!

Some use a wheeled transporter device (wheeliebar or handtruck with 
minimal to extensive mods) for at-home transport without 
disassembly.

You will need to make or buy a cable for the connection between 
computer and scope base. Scopestuff has them.  The files section has schematics for build-your-own-types.

Possibly planetarium software, such as the free Cartes du ceil, the highly functional and valued Guide 8 by the Pluto Project, or 
Starry Night Pro at the high end of the spectrum. 

Depending on your current library, you will likely need to invest in 
star chart, moon chart, etc. The cheapest-all-in-one-est that I have 
found is the Princeton Field Guide to the Stars and Planets. 
Generally I use "purpose" books, though.

Books I love: Turn Left at Orion (a newbie's big brother at the 
scope), O'Meara's Deep-Sky Companions: The Messier Objects (volume 2 “Caldwel Objects is due to be out soon!), David 
Levy's The Night Sky, Madocks' Deep-Sky Name Index 2000.0 
(Invaluable!), Setting sail for the Universe: Astronomers and their 
Discoveries (Glorious! tales for the nights of non-seeing), Sky & 
Telescope magazine. Any good lunar chart of any detail level you 
desire, in any orientation (mirror reverse is the view you will see) 
you like.


As far as Tips goes, definitely download any compilation that has 
sa_chiz or dave_linden as the author, especially the start-up 
checklist.

Go to www.arksky.org and look at the service called Supercharge. It 
is not necessarily necessary, but wow how your scope will perform. 
It goes from a state-of-the-art mass-produced machine, to a hand-
tuned and very fine instrument. The proceeds go to Doc Clay's local 
astronomical outreach program. I am very happy I sent mine. Your 
mileage will of course vary depending on your skills, interests and 
competency. But do go see his site, it is a dandy worth daily visits.




A few links I have gleaned over time...

Used equipment:
http://www.astromart.com/
http://www.astronomy-mall.com/

New Equipment:
http://www.optcorp.com/

JMI Cases:
http://www.jimsmobile.com/

Best Friends:
http://www.arksky.org/
http://www.scopestuff.com/
http://www.weasner.com/
http://skyandtelescope.com/
http://www.mapug.com/AstroDesigns/MAPUG/ObsrList2.htm 

Free planetarium software:
http://www.stargazing.net/astropc/

ScopeSaver Table:
http://www.scopesaver.com/productspage2.htm

Foam source:
http://www.foamorder.com/

DewBuster, Kendricks Heater, Home-mades:
http://www.gbronline.com/ronkeating/
http://www.kendrick-ai.com/dewremover.html
http://www.gbronline.com/ronkeating/heaters/heaters.html

Weather and Seeing and astro software online:
www.cleardarksky.com/
http://www.cmc.ec.gc.ca/cmc/htmls/seeing_e.html http://www.rochesterastronomy.org/snimages/reference/index.html
http://www.wunderground.com/ (click on astronomy)
http://home.earthlink.net/%7Ejoevp/

Calculators:
http://www.geology.enr.state.nc.us/gis/latlon.html

Lunar atlas pages and software:
http://www.edmontonrasc.com/software/software.html#2
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/research/lunar_orbiter/
http://www.fortunecity.com/greenfield/crawdad/717/moon_1.htm
http://www.nrl.navy.mil/clementine/clib/features/

Satellites:
http://www.heavens-above.com/
http://www.weasner.com/etx/autostar/as_satellite.html
http://celestrak.com/NORAD/elements/
http://www.celestrak.com/
http://oig1.gsfc.nasa.gov/scripts/foxweb.exe/

 HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LX200GPS/post?protectID=180233014056152031048038203140129208071" homepage@a...?
tdac=NKOB4PDFG9JMPQ4LWJOD (Wrapped link)


Forums:
Astronomy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wannabeastronomers/

Instruments:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LX200/?yguid=108907008

Imaging
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sctccd/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/digital_astro/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/QCUIAG/


Collimation

http://perso.club-internet.fr/legault/collim.html

The following is from message #12539. It is another purchasing list.  It doesn’t reflect any current discounts or price changes.

10" LX200GPS - $2995
Meade Shipping - 145
UHTC Upgrade - 305 (w/shipping)
ASO SuperCharge - 392 (w/shipping)
Eyepieces - 1640 (half on Astromart)
JMI hard case - 395
TV Everbrite Diag - 291 (w/shipping)
Telrad - 45
Flex Dewshield - 65
Meade Superwedge - 300 Astromart
12V Battery/Charger- 100 (homebrew)
Aluminum cases(2) 50 (Lowes)
ST80 finder/rings/
1-1/4 mirror diag/
Crosshair eyepiece - 300
Meade weights - 115 (w/shipping)
Rail for ST80 - 50
DewBuster - 155 (w/shipping)
Kendrick strips - 140 (w/shipping)
Starry Night Pro - 90 (Astromart)

Book, Suiter - 30 (w/shipping)
Book, Skygazing - 25

Misc. Bolt Cases,
Caps, Knobs,
Thumbscrews,
Etc., etc., etc.,
(Gotta Like Jim!) - 200 (Scopestuff!!)

Total - $7,828



